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STURMINSTER RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR  1970 

GENERAL  S TATISTICS 


Area  in  acres 

Registrar  General's  Estimated  Mid-Year  Population 

Number  of  dwellings 

Rateable  value  (at  1st  April  1970) 

Product  of  penny  rate 


45,364 

10,790 

3,735 

262,313 

1,080 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


BIRTHS 


registered 
Live  Bi rths 


Still  Birtbs 


Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 

Legitimate 


DEATHS  registered 

.  -f  . 

Total 

Maternal  deaths 
Deaths  of  infants  under 
1  year  of  age:  Total 

Legitimate 

Under  4  weeks  of  age-Total 
Under  1  week  of  age  -Total 


1970 


Male  Female  Total  1969  1968 


90 

73 

163 

129 

140 

88 

68 

156 

122 

136 

2 

5 

7 

7 

4 

— 

3 

3 

1 

2 

— 

3 

3 

l 

2 

1970 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1969 

1968 

90 

82 

172 

173 

166 

3 

0 

3 

2 

3 

3 

'  0 

3 

2 

2 

0 

2 

2 

2 

2 

0 

2 

2 

_ 2 

The  succeeding  table  of  figures  shews  the  birth  rates  etc.  for  the 
Stur mins ter  area  and  the  rates  for  England  and  Wales  for  comparison 


Live  bir^h  rate  per  1,000  est.  population 
Area  comparability  factor 
Local  adjusted  rate  ...... 

Illegitimate  live  births  as  %  of  all 
live  births 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and 
still  births  • 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births 
I.M.R.  of  legitimate  infants 
I.M.R.  of  illegitimate  infants 
Neonatal  mortality  rate 

(Deaths  under  4  weeks  per  1,000  live  bom) 
Early  neonatal  mortality  rate 

(Deaths  under  1  week  per  1,000  live  born) 
Perinatal  mortality  rate  (Still  births  and 
deaths  under  1  week  per  1,000  total  live 
and  still  births ) 

Deaths  per  1,000  population 
Area  comparability  factor 
Local  adjusted  death  rate 


Sturminster  England  & 

Area 

1969 

Wales 

1969 

15.1 

12.3 

16.0 

16.3 

1.28 

1.28 

1.00 

1.00 

19.3 

15.7 

16.0 

16.3 

4 

5 

8 

8 

18.0 

8 

13.0 

13 

18 

16 

18.0 

18 

19 

16 

17 

17 

— 

26 

25 

12 

16 

12 

12 

12 

16 

11 

10 

30 

23 

23 

23 

15.9 

16.4 

11.7 

11.9 

0.68 

0.68 

1.0 

1.00 

10.8 

11.2 

11.7 

11.9 

by  ^  ?eaR  Eatef„area  comparability  factors  are  issued 

age  ara  4®  ~ i  corrr  t  marked  variations  from  average  in  th 

unusually  highUr'lcv,  mortelity°au  '' ?"5“tion  “d  t0  take  into  •“<""*  “V 
institution*  -low  mortality  du  to  the  presence  of  residential 

factor  nro-  Z  ~  ^  l0Cal  °rude  rate  multiPlied  by  the  area  comparabi 

factor  produces  a  rate  comparable  with  rates  in  other  parts  of  the  countr^' 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR 


1970 

Total 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1969 

1968 

Tuberculosis  -  all  forms 

nil 

0 

0 

Other  Infective  illnesses 

0 

1 

1 

1 

Malignant  neoplasma 

32 

Lung  and  bronchus 

2 

2 

4 

8 

5 

Breast 

0 

4 

4 

1 

Uterus 

- 

0 

0 

3 

Prostate 

3 

- 

3 

2 

Stomach  &  Intestines 

4 

3 

9 

3 

Leukaemia 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Other  sites 

4 

3 

7 

11 

Diabetes  mellitus 

1 

0 

1 

3 

Other  endocrine  etc.  diseases 

0 

0 

0 

1 

"  diseases  of  nervous  system  etc. 3 

1 

4 

0 

Ischaemic  heart  disease 

24 

19 

43 

44 

42 

Cerebrovascular  disease 

14 

16 

30 

33) 

Other  heart  &  circulatory  system 

) 

45 

disease 

9 

21 

30 

33 

Influenza 

3 

1 

4 

3 

4 

Pneumonia 

2 

4 

6 

9 

6 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema 

7 

2 

9 

4 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

system 

1 

0 

1 

1 

Ulcer  and  diseases  of  digestive 

system 

1 

0 

1 

2 

Other  diseases  of  liver  and 

intestines 

nil 

0 

Diseases  of  kidney  and  genito- 

urinary  system 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Congenital  anomalies  &  other 

causes  of  perinatal  mortality 

3 

0 

3 

2 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

diseases 

2 

1 

3 

2 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

nil 

1 

1 

All  other  accidents 

3 

1 

4 

5 

Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries 

2 

0 

2 

0 

90 

82 

172 

173 

Figures  for  previous  years  are  included  for  comparison.  It  is  apparent 
that  the  list  of  numbers  dying  in  the  population  of  this  area  has  little 
meaning  unless  compared  with  figures  for  the  whole  country:  any  seeming 

differences  in  trends  and  figures  are  artifacts  due  to  the  relatively 
small  numbers  of  deaths  in  the  area. 

CONTROL  OF  COMMUNICABLE  DISEASES 

A.  Diseases  against  which  immunisation  is  offered. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

B.C.G.  vaccination  is  offered  to  those  children  during  their 
second  or  third  year  at  secondary  school,  who,  on  testing,  are  found 
to  lack  immunity.  B.C.G.  vaccination  is  also  offered  by  the  hospital 
service  to  the  younger  children  who  are  known  to  have  been  in  contact 
with  tuberculosis. 

DIPHTHERIA 

Again  no  notification  was  received  and  it  is  many  years  since 
a  case  was  notified  in  the  district.  Immunisation  of  young  children 
and  subsequent  booster  doses  is  undoubtedly  responsible  for  this 
satisfactory  freedom  from  infection. 
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POLIOMYELITIS 

No  case  has  been  notified  for  many  years  in  this  district.  Again 
vaccination  with  oral  poliomyelitis  vaccine  is  responsible  for  the  local 
freedom  from  this  diaease.  Primary  vaccination  is  given  during  the 
second  half  of  the  first  year  of  life  with  a  booster  dose  before  school 
entry  and  another  booster  at  12  years  old. 

WHOOPING  COUG-H 

No  case  of  this  disease  was  notified  during  the  year. 

TETANUS 

This  disease  is  a  severe  and  dangerous  illness  and  active 
immunisation  is  offered  to  babies  with  a  booster  just  before  school 
entry  and  a  further  booster  at  12  years  old. 

MEASLES 

Vaccination  against  measles  sometimes  produces  a  reaction  comparable 
to  a  very  mild  and  very  brief  attack  of  measles.  In  1968  one  of 
the  two  strains  of  vaccine  in  use  was  withdrawn  and  for  a  time  there 
was  a  shortage  of  vaccine  so  that  the  level  of  vaccination  has  fallen 
below  that  which  would  eradicate  this  unpleasant  disease. 

97  cases  of  measles  were  notified,  the  majority  during  the 
last  quarter  of  the  year. 

GERMAN  MEASLES 

In  July  the  Department  of  Health  recommended  that  vaccination 
against  rubella  (german  measles)  should  be  offered  to  all  girls  between 
their  11th  and  14th  birthdays  but  that  initially  priority  should  be 
given  to  older  girls,  i.e.  those  in  their  14th  year.  Vaccine  became 
available  just  before  the  end  of  1970 


VACCINATION  STATISTICS  1970 

(The  term  vaccination  is  now  used  internationally  for  procedures 
which  in  this  country  we  used  to  describe  as  vaccination  and 
immunisation) . 


DISTRICT 

POLIOMYELITIS 

ORAL 

P  R 

WHOOPING 

DIPHTHERIA  TETANUS  COUGH 

P  R  PR  PR 

SMALLPOX 
P  R 

MEASLES 

RUBELLA 

Sturminster 
R.  D.  C. 

126  234 

i 

i 

103  85  106  1 66  102  34 

63  18 

I 

1 

00 

vo 

5 

P  =  Primary  course 

R  =  Reinforcing  dose 

TUBERCULOSIS.  B.C.G.  vaccination 

65  children  were  vaccinated  in  school  in  the  area. 

These  figures  are  supplied  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  and  refer  to 
vaccinations  of  children 

It  is  not  possible  to  compare  thes  figures  directly  with  those  for 
previous  years  because  in  1968  new  schedules  for  the  timing  of  injections 
etc.  were  introduced. 

Vaccinations  are  now  started  at  6  months  of  age  and  it  is  no  longer 
necessary  to  give  a  booster  dose  of  anti-diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and 
tetanus  at  18-20  months 
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B.  Infections  against  whicji  routine  vaccination  is  not  offered, 
INFECTIVE  JAUNDICE. 

12  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  Except  where 
several  cases  occurred  in  one  household  it  was  not  possible  to 
trace  a  common  source  of  infection. 


FOOD  POISONING-  AND  DYSENTERY 

No  case  of  food  poisoning  or  of  dysentery  was  notified  during  the 
year. 

INFESTATIONS 
Head  lice 

Lice  and  nits  have  once  again  ceased  to  be  a  rarity  amoung 
schoolchildren.  This  is  probably  a  reflection  of  the  fashion  for 
longer,  loose  hair  among  women  and  men.  Most  of  the  infestations 
reported  to  the  Health  Authority  were  among  school  children; 
older  patients  go  direct  to  their  general  medical  practitioner 
for  treatment. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  LABORATORY  SERVICE 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  has  continued  to  give  excellent 
service.  The  Dorchester  Laboratory,  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  G-.  H.  Tee 
has  dealt  with  nearly  all  the  work  from  this  area. 

Brucellosis  in  humans  is  not  a  notifiable  disease  but  public 
interest  in  the  scheme  for  eradication  of  brucellosis  from  dairy  cattle 
has  increased  awareness  of  the  possibility  of  brucellosis  infection 
in  humans.  Dr.  Tee  reports  that  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  examined 
an  increased  number  of  specimens  from  humans.  However,  the  percentage 
of  sera  found  positive  has  remained  remarkably  constant  at  about  6% 
over  the  past  three  years. 


CARE  OF  THE  ELDERLY 

The  housing  provided  by  the  Council  for  elderly  people  is  still 
outstandingly  good.  Without  the  grouped  dwellings  with  wardens  many 
elderly  people  would  be  unable  to  continue  to  live  independently  and 
there  would  be  much  greater  pressure  on  the  County  Council's  old 
people’s  homes. 


I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  report  that  it  has  not  been  necessary 
to  take  any  formal  action  under  this  Act  by  which  the  Magistrates 
can  order  the  removal  of  an  elderly  person  living  in  unsatisfactory 
circumstances  and  unable  to  care  for  himself  but  unwilling  to  be 
admitted  to  hospital  when  a  bed  is  available. 


COUNTY  COUNCIL  SERVICES 

The  Home  Help  Service  administered  by  the  County  Health 
Department  has  continued  to  support  the  elderly  and  has  given  equally 
valuable  support  \,o  other  familie  when  illness  has  prevented  the 
homemaker  from  carrying  out  her  normal  work. 
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VOLUNTARY  SERVICES 


Acknowledgement  must  again  be  made  to  the  excellent  voluntary- 
work  carried  out  in  the  district  by  the  British  Red  Cross  Society, 
the  Sturminster  Voluntary  Old  People's  Welfare  Committee,  the 
Sturminster  Silver  Thread  Club,  the  Rotary  Club  and  the  W.R.V.S. 

The  latter  provides  a  meals-on-wheels  service,  from  which  90  old 
people  benefitted  compared  with  80  during  the  preceding  year.  This 
is  a  most  valuable  service.  Not  only  are  the  meals  appreciated  by 
the  old  people,  but,  even  more  (one  sometimes  thinks)  are  the  twice 
weekly  visits  by  helpers  who  take  the  meals  round. 

A  chiropody  clinic,  organised  by  the  British  Red  Cross  Society 
is  held  at  the  County  Clinic,  G-reen  Close,  Sturminster  Newton,  each 
Thursday  morning  in  the  month,  excepting  the  first  Thursday. 


PRINCIPAL  INDUSTRIES  AND  TRADES  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

This  is  principally  an  agricultural  district,  though  there  are 
two  sawmills,  a  glove  factory  and  two  milk  factories.  There  are  one 
or  two  small  industries  at  Stalbridge  which  have  recently  developed, 
one  where  coffins  are  made  and  another  dealing  with  scrap  metals. 
During  the  year  the  Council  has  been  successful  in  attracting  more 
new  light  industry  at  Butts  Pond  in  Sturminster  Newton. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

It  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  report  that  Kent  View  Council 
houses  at  Stoke  Wake  are  now  supplied  from  the  Dorset  Water  Board’s 
mains,  and  also  that  most  of  the  properties  in  Stoke  Wake  south  of 
these  houses  have  also  been  connected  to  the  Board’s  mains. 

The  supplies  at  the  parish  of  Woolland,  which  are  from  a  land  spring, 
continue  to  be  satisfactory  in  quantity  and  reasonable  in  quality. 

There  is  a  small  number  of  farms  and  cottages  at  Glanvilles  Y/ootten 
still  supplied  by  springs  in  the  region  of  the  Manor  House,  the  quality 
of  which  varies  considerably,  though  I  have  had  no  complaints  about 
quantity. 

At  Belchalwell,  five  dwellings  are  served  by  a  spring  supply  which 
is  often  failing  and  of  variable  quality,  though  in  this  case  the  main 
source  of  supply  can  be  supplemented  by  another  in  an  emergency. 

At  the  present  time  the  Water  Board’s  mains  nearest  to  the  properties 
is  not  sufficient  to  supply  them  as  the  pressure  is  inadequate,  but 
the  new  main  referred  to  in  my  remarks  about  Stoke  Y/ake,  will,  when 
finally  completed,  make  available  a  supply  to  these  dwellings. 

The  Engineer  and  Manager  of  the  Dorset  Water  Board  has  supplied 
the  following  information: 

During  the  year; 124  samples  were  taken  of  distributed  water  from 

consumers  taps.  In  only  one  of  these  samples  were  more  than 

10  coliforms/100  ml.  found. 

The  maximum  Plate  count  per  ml.  at  37  was  400. 

No  E  coli  were  found 
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Chemical  analyses  of  the  sources  in  this  area  are  detailed  in  the 
following  table: 


Laboratory  Record  of  CHEMICAL  ANALYSES 


Source  -  Northern  Area 

Buckland 

Alton 

Ibberton 

Raw 

Okeford 

Sample  Details:- 

Newton 

Pancras 

Reaction, pH  Value 

7.3 

7.1 

7.3 

7.3 

Equilibrium,  pHs 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Colour 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Turbibity  , 

Conductivity,  micromhos/ cni  at  20  C 

4 

2 

2 

2 

430 

430 

325 

390 

Taste 

Pleasant 

Pleasant 

Pleasant 

Pleasant 

Odour 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Total  Solids  (dried  at  180°C) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Suspended  Solids 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  Dissolved  Solids  (dried  at  180°C) 

320 

320 

310 

255 

Residual  Chlorine  as  Cl? 

— 

- 

— 

— 

Residual  N^Cl 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Temporary  Hardness  as  CaC0-.( Carbonate) 

175 

155 

140 

175 

Permanent  Hardness  as  CaCO^’ non-Carbonate) 
Total  Hardness  as  CaCO,(by^EDTA) 

Calcium  Hardness  as  CaCO,  (by  EDTA) 
Magnesium  Hardness  as  CaCO, (by  difference) 

65 

85 

40 

35 

240 

240 

180 

210 

228 

225 

168 

192 

12 

15 

12 

18 

Total  Alkalinity  as  CaCO, 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide  as  CO^ 

235 

230 

160 

195 

24 

35 

16 

19 

Iron  in  Solution  as  Fe 

- 

- 

— 

- 

Total  Iron  as  Fe 

0.02 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Silica  as  Si02 

10.5 

9.5 

8.0 

8.5 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates 

2.0 

2.5 

2.5 

2.5 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrites 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Free  Ammonia  as  NH, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  as  N 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  as  NH, 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen  as  N 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  as  Cl 

16 

14 

14 

12 

Sulphates  as  SO, 

Fluorides  as  F  ^ 

16 

15 

12 

18 

0.07 

0.05 

0.03 

0.02 

Phosphates  as  PO. 

Oxygen  Absorbed  ^4  hrs  at  37°  C) 

0.02 

0.05 

0.06 

0.15 

0.05 

0.05 

0.05 

0.03 

Dissolved  Oxygen 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Copper 

— 

— 

- 

- 

Lead 

— 

■a 

— 

— 

Sodium  and  Potassium  Na  9. 5,K0.3  Na9.0,KD5  Na8.0jKl.0Na 9.Q£2.5 

Synthetic  Detergents  - 
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RESULTS  OF  TESTS  ON  WATER  SAMPLES  TAKEN  BY  P.H.Is 


Stoke  Wake 


Woolland 


Belchalwell 


G-lanvilles  Woottan 


Probable  numbers  per  100  ml. 


Coliform  bacilli 

Nil 
180  + 

1 

6 

3 

Nil 

1 

Nil 


Bact.  coli  (type  l) 

Nil 
180  + 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


Total  -  8  samples  taken 


DRAINAG-E  AND  SEWERAGE 

(a)  Works  completed  or  carried  out  during  the  year 
or  new  works  contemplated: 

The  development  of  the  Westacres  housing  estate,  Stalbridge 
is  causing  encroachment  close  to  the  sewage  works,  and  since 
the  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers  are  investigating  the 
necessity  of  enlarging  the  existing  works,  the  opportunity 
is  being  taken  to  see  whether  or  not  it  would  be  better  in  the 
long  run  to  find  a  new  site  for  the  works.  The  proximity 
of  the  developments  which  are  now  likely  to  take  place  could 
give  rise  to  complaint  of  nuisance  if  the  works  remain  on  the 
present  site. 

An  experiment  is  to  be  tried  out  at  one  sewage  works  of 
planting  aromatic  trees  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  minimise  the 
smell  arising  from  sludge  lagoons  since  the  accumulation 
of  sludge  at  most  of  the  works  is  a  problem  still  unsolved. 

(b)  Established  nuisances  calling  for  more  adequate 
sewerage  arrangements  by  the  District  Council 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  septic  tanks  serving  the 
Airey  houses  at  Moorside,  Marnhull,  to  be  connected  by  means 
of  a  pumping  main  to  the  sewage  disposal  works  serving  the 
Swedish  houses  nearby. 

(c)  There  has  been  no  alteration  in  the  scheme  for  emptying  cesspools 

during  the  year,  but  the  new  contractors,  who  started  in 
September,  19&9,  have  continued  to  work  satisfactorily. 

The  Council’s  old  refuse  tip  at  Fifehead  Neville  is  still 
available  as  a  disposal  site. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

(a)  The  collection  of  refuse  is  on  a  fortnightly  basis  throughout  the 
District  and  special  collections  of  household  refuse  are  made 
when  a  lorry  is  available..  The  Council  has  one  20  cu.yd. 
Pakamatic  vehicle  and  one  12  cu.yd.  side  loader,  which  is  to 
be  replaced  during  1971  by  an  Eagle  Compressload  5  vehicle. 

A  small  number  of  trade  refuse  collections  are  made  and  a 
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special  paper  salvage  collection  is  carried  out  from  shops 
once  a  fortnight. 

The  Council  operates  a  kerbside  collection,  hut  in  cases  of  old 
gr  infirm  people,  will  collect  from  the  rear  of  the  premises  on 
payment  of  10/-  per  annum,  though  relatively  few  people  take 
advantage  of  this. 

The  number  of  districts  within  the  county  of  Dorset  still 
only  collecting  refuse  once  a  fortnight  is  diminishing  rapidly 
and  there  is  much  room  for  improvement  in  our  present  collection 
and  disposal  system.  This  will,  of  course,  incur  extra  cost, 
and  bearing  in  mind  that  local  government  reorganisation  is 
coming,  the  best  way  of  improving  matters  would  be  for  the  five 
North  Dorset  Authorities  to  combine  together  for  this  purpose. 

At  the  present  time  ?ri.th  two  vehicles  and  four  men,  it  is 
becoming  increasingly  difficult  to  provide  a  good  service, 
even  on  a  fortnightly  basis,  though  when  the  new  Compressload 
vehicle  is  available  it  will  be  possible  to  consider  whether 
some  improvement  can  be  made  in  the  service  at  least  in  selected 
parishes.  Apart  from  periods  of  sickness  which  cannot  be 
predicted  each  man  is  now  entitled  to  up  to  three  weeks 
holiday  per  annum,  and  although  the  Council  had  available  a 
relief  driver  employed  on  sewerage  and  other  general  duties,  the 
whole  scheme  is  inflexible.  This  is  particularly  so  because 
the  modern  automatic  packing  vehicles  which  are  now  necessary  to 
cope  with  the  increasing  amount  of  refuse,  are  liable  to  be 
off  the  road  for  longer  periods  for  repair  to  the  mechanism,  with 
consequent  serious  disruptions  of  the  collections. 

(b)  Salvage  -  The  Council  runs  a  salvage  scheme,  50ft>  of  the  proceeds 
of  this  being  available  to  the  men  as  a  bonus,  but  this  does  not 
seem  to  be  encouraging  them  to  collect  very  much  salvage,  as  the 
figures  quoted  below  will  indicate: 

Sale  of  Salvage  -  Total  for  year  £76.91 

(c)  Roadside  sanitation  -  There  has  not  been  very  much  trouble 
arising  at  laybys  in  this  district.  At  all  the  recognised  laybys 
the  County  Council  provides  litter  stands  and  these  are  emptied 
by  our  men  when  they  pass  the  spot  and  also  as  necessary  by  the 
County  Council’s  own  vehicles. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS  POLLUTION 

The  only  case  of  pollution  noted  during  the  year  arose  at  Cookwell 
Brook,  though  this  waw  not  as  serious  as  had  been  the  case  in  previous 
years,  and  the  Rivers  Board  were  informed. 

For  the  first  time  for  many  years  there  has  been  no  complaint 
at  Stourton  Caundle;  this  follows  the  reconstruction  of  the  old 
culverts  running  under  the  road  in  front  of  the  Trooper  Inn. 

OFFICE.  SHOPS  &  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT.  1963 

No.  of  inspectors  appointed  under  the  Act  TWO  (Part  time) 

Estimated  No,  of  Premises  subject  to  registration  74 

No.  of  Premises  registered  68 

No.  of  Premises  inspected  2 

No.  of  inspections  carried  out  2 
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ANIMAL  BOARDING-  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT 

1 
1 

SWIMMING  BATHS 


No.  of  premises  registered  under  the  Act 
No.  of  inspections  carried  out 


There  is  no  swimming  bath  to  which  the  public  have  access. 

Several  schools  have  paddling  or  swimming  pools;  these  pools  are 
visited  and  checked  by  the  County  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 

CONTROL  OF  MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

No.  of  licensed  sites  5 

Nature  of  sites  Individual  residential 

No.  of  inspections  carried  out  10 

VERMINOUS  PREMISES 

Flies  4  )  Treatment  by  use  of  sprays 

Ants  4  )  and/or  powders  (proprietory 

Fleas  2  )  brands 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

There  is  only  one  public  convenience  in  the  district,  at  the  car  park, 
Sturminster  Newton;  this  has  washing  facilities  (cold  water  only) 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 


Rodent  control  work  is  carried  out  under  the  supervision  of  Sherborne 
U.  D.  C’s  senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 


Treatments  352 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

No.  of  licensed  premises 
No.  of  inspections  made 


Visits  1464 


2 

1 


HOUSING 


Total  number  of  houses  in  the  district  at  1.4.70  3849 

Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year 

Total  no.  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  149 

No.  of  inspections  made  223 

No.  of  informal  notices  served  4 

No.  of  informal  notices  complied  with  2 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  served  Nil 

No.  of  houses  reported  under  Section  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1958  Nil 

Action  taken  by  the  local  authority  in  respect 

of  such  houses  Nil 

No.  of  houses  included  in  Clearance  Areas  during 

the  year  Nil 


There  are  still  a  few  cottages  in  this  district  which  could  be  regarded 
as  unfit  and  not  repairable  at  a  reasonable  expense.  Most  of  these 
are  occupied  by  elderly  people,  usually  owner/occupiers,  and  in  these 
circumstances  it  is  the  Council’s  policy  to  take  no  action  (except  in 
case  of  emergency)  until  the  premises  become  empty.  Quite  often  such 
properties  are  bought  by  people  v/ho  wish  to  recondition  them  at  what 
would  officially  be  an  unreasonable  expense,  and  very  good  properties 
are  made  which  fit  in  far  better  with  the  rural  scene  than  a  more  modem 
building 
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1964.  Section  13 


Action  taken  under  this  Act 


Nil 


No.  of  cases  of  'statutory*  overcrowding  found 
and  reported  to  the  local  authority 


Houses] 

No.  of  houses  known  to  be  let  in  lodgings 

Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Acts ,  1934 

No.  of  applications  received  for  certificates 
of  disrepair 


Nil 


Nil 


Nil 


No.  of  applications  received  during  the  year 

(a)  Standard 


No.  granted 
No.  pending 


13 

3 


15 

2 


There  has  been  no  change  during  the  year  in  the  Council's  policy 
relating  to  improvement  grants.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that 
about  23$  of  local  authorities  in  the  country  do  not  make  discretionary 
grants  at  all. 


New  Houses 

No.  of  new  dwellings  provided  by  private 

enterprise  during  the  year  139 

No,  of  new  dwellings  provided  by  the  Local 

Authority  during  the  year  Nil 


Total  no.  of  families  housed  during  the  year 
by  the  Local  Authority 


No.  of  families  who  are  applicants  for  a 
Council  house  at  the  end  of  the  year 

fa)  resident  within  the  district 
(b)  resident  without  the  district 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  ON  FOOD  SUPPLIES 
1.  Milk 


No.  of  'dealers'  subject  to  registration  by 
the  District  Council 

No.  of  'dairies'  in  the  district  subject  to 
registration 

No,  of  'distributors'  subject  to  registration 


54 


114 

7 


Nil 

5 

12 
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Samples 


Regular  sampling  is  undertaken  by  the  Dorset  County  Council 
and  the  County  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  has  supplied 
the  following  information: 

Total  number  of  samples  taken  in  the  district  99 

Number  satisfactory  97 

Railed  methylene  blue  test  2 

Samples  of  raw  milk  were  also  examined  for  Brucella  abortus 
and  no  positive  sample  was  found 

Milk  &  Dairie s 

Proceedings  were  taken  against  a  dairy  in  respect  of  the  sale 
of  min';  in  a  dirty  bottle.  The  plaintiff  pleaded  quilty  and  was 
fined  £20. 

0 1 her  Pood  Premises 

(a)  Pood  Hygiene  (G-eneral)  Regulations  i960 


Details  of  food  premises  subject  to  the  above: 


ii  Trade  No. 

I 

of  Premises 

No. of  Premises 
fitted  to  comply 
with  Reg. 16 

No.  of 
Premises 
to  which 

Reg. 19 
applies 

No.  of 
Premises 
fitted  to 
comply  with 
Reg. 19 

Hotels 

5 

5 

5 

5 

Cafes 

6 

6 

6 

6 

Public  Houses 

23 

23 

23 

23 

Clubs 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Church  Halls 

4 

3 

3 

3 

Canteens  -  schools 

11 

11 

11 

11 

Confectioners 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Meat  and  Fish 

10 

10 

10 

10 

Grocers 

32 

32 

32 

32 

Mixed  Stores 

16 

16 

16 

16 

Boarding  Schools 

3 

3 

3 

j  3 

Food  Factories 

10 

10 

10 

|  10 

Others 

6 

:  3 

3 

3 

Total 

H 

vn 

0 

i 

1 

126 

126 

i  at 

19-20 


No.  of  premises  inspected  during  the  year  52 

No,  of  inspections  carried  out  84 

(b)  No.  of  food  premises  subject  to  registration  under  Section  16 
of  the  Food  &  Drugs  Act  1955 

(i)  Ice  Cream  47 

(ii)  Sausages  &  Prepared  Meats  11 

(iii)  Fish  &  chips  1 

No.  of  samples  of  ice  cream  submitted  for 
Methylene  Blue  Test:  Nil 

(c)  Method  in  use  for  disposal  of 

condemned  food:  Small  quantities  buried  at  refuse  tip 

(d)  Bye-laws  in  respect  of  handling  and  wrapping  of  food 
etc.  are  operative  in  the  district. 

Slaughterhouses 

No.  of  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  2 

No.  of  licensed  knackers  yards  in  the  district  1 
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Meat  Inspection 

(a)  At  slaughterhouses 


Carcases 

add  Offal 

Inspected  &  Condemned 

1970 

Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

G-oats 

Number  killed 

Number  inspected 

805 

805 

6979 

6979 

3290 

3290 

7342 

73 

478 

112 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

33 

319 

215 

246 

67 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

196 

4 533 

227 

2622 

70 

12 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis 
and  cysticercosis  28.2 

69.5 

14.4 

39.1 

28.7 

0.13 

nil  nil 


nil  nil 


nil  nil 


Whole  carcases 
condemned 
Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 
Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 


nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

1 

22 

2 

Carcases  submitted  to 

treatment  by 
refrigeration 

1 

22 

2 

Generalised  and 

totally  condemned 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Two  swabs  were  taken  from  slaughterhouse  drains,  neither  showed  any 
sign  of  salmonella. 
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(b)  Butchers  and  other  shops 


Inspections  19 

Condemnations  1  topside  of  beef  -  571bs.l2oz. 


Other  Food 


Particulars  of  quantities  condemned  or  detained: 


1  -  6lb.  tin  corned  beef 
101  -  14  oz.  tins  prunes 
1-31  lb.  side  of  bacon 


38  swabbings  of  equipment  were 
carried  out,  all  of  which  were 
satisfactory. 


POULTRY  INSPECTION 

(a)  No.  of  poultry  processing  premises  within 

the  district  3 

(b)  No.  of  visits  to  these  premises  1 

The  birds  processed  are  mainly  hens  and  capons. 

The  amount  of  use  to  which  these  premises  are  put  has  reduced 
considerably  during  the  year. 


Total  No.  of  inspections  (under  all  headings)  724 


Total  No.  of  informal  notices  served  42 

Total  No.  of  informal  notices  complied  with  6 

Total  No.  of  statutory  notices  served  Nil 

Total  No.  of  statutory  notices  compled  with  - 
Total  No.  of  prosecutions  1 


ANY  OTHER  MATTERS 
(a)  Intensive  Farming 

(i)  Two  samples  of  pig  slurry  were  sent  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  showed  no  presence  of  pathogenic  organisms. 

(ii)  The  number  of  complaints  arising  from  intensive  farming 
units  is  increasing  steadily,  and  these  relate  principally  to 
the  disposal  of  waste. 

The  most  serious  complaints  have  arisen  in  respect  of 
poultry  establishments  where  the  disposal  of  large  quantities 
of  concentrated  manure  gives  rise  to  nuisance,  particularly 
where  there  is  not  available  adequate  land  fairly  well  removed 
from  dwelling  houses. 

The  use  of  deodorants  in  helping  to  control  nuisances 
of  this  kind  has  not  proved  very  effective.  In  some  cases 
the  rather  sickly  smell  of  the  deodorants  has  caused  as  much 
nuisance  as  the  original  smell. 


During  the  year  the  disposal  of  scrap  metal  (principally 
abandoned  motor  vehicles)  has  given  rise  to  a  number  of  complaints, 
and  as  a  result  the  Council  has  authorised,  and  obtained  planning 
permission  for,  the  use  of  the  old  refuse  disposal  site  at 
Fifehead  Neville  by  a  local  scrap  dealer,  who  had  for  several 
years  been  us'"ng  an  unauthorised  site  at  Pound  Lane,  Okeford 
Fitzpaine. 
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In  the  past  few  years,  several  attempts  have  "been  made  to 
try  to  establish  in  the  North  Dorset  area  a  fairly  large  disposal 
site,  which  would  be  big  enough  to  justify  the  use  of  heavy  baling 
machinery,  and  v/ould  serve  the  area  of  a  number  of  local  authorities 
but  this  has  never  developed,  largely  due  to  the  fact  that  local 
authorities  could  not  agree  about  the  siting,  or  indeed,  the  need 
for  such  a  development. 

One  of  the  local  scrap  merchants  states  that  there  is  not 
sufficient  scrap  available  in  the  North  Dorset  area  to  justify 
the  installation  of  heavy  machinery  and  it  seems  likely,  therefore, 
that  the  use  of  several  small  sites,  which  are  fulfilling  aiuseful 
purpose,  will  continue. 

( c)  Coal  Yards 

Two  cases  of  nuisance  arising  from  coal  dumps  have  occurred 
during  the  year,  one  at  the  Station  yard,  Sturminster  Newton, 
and  one  at  a  small  coal  dump  close  to  houses  at  Rixon,  Sturminster 
Newton. 

Negotiations  between  British  Rail  and  the  coal  merchants 
have  been  protracted,  and  until  they  have  been  properly  resolved, 
the  coal  merchants  are  obviously  reluctant  to  do  anything  which 
will  upset  their  business  arrangements. 

So  far,  the  number  of  houses  affected  by  noise  and  dust 
arising  from  the  coal  dumps  has  been  only  three. 
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